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At the Superior level, readers are able to understand written texts from many genres dealing with
a wide range of subjects, both familiar and unfamiliar. Comprehension comes from a command
of the language that is supported by a broad vocabulary, an understanding of complex
structures, and knowledge of the culture. Readers at the Superior level can draw inferences from
textual and extralinguistic clues.

Readers at the Superior level are able to understand lengthy texts of a professional, academic,
or literary nature, including those that use abstract language and feature argumentation,
supported opinion, and/or hypothesis. They comprehend texts that use precise or specialized
vocabulary and complex grammatical structures, and they recognize the meanings of rhetorical
devices. In addition, these readers are generally aware of the aesthetic properties of the
language and its literary styles, but may not fully understand texts in which cultural references
and assumptions are deeply embedded.

Learn more about the RPT and your rating at www.actfl.org/educator-resources/actfl-proficiency-guidelines


